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20

In Rumenia the ration cards for 211 rationed articles were issued
by the People's Councils (8faturi Populare)o These cards were
only issued through the enterprise or installation at which a
person was employed. A representative of the enterprise’drew the
ratlon cards for ell employees after first presenting the

necessary documentation,
hﬂj\/ 50X1
e repre-

—sentatives of the Securlty Service (Secret Polices and of the

3.

Communist Party could receive ration cards without giving a
detailed 1ist of persons for whom the ration cards were requested.
They did this on the basis of & request from Security or Part
headquerters (these cards were usually of category "B"),
People who owned over cne hectare of arsble land, even if they
were government employees, were not given ration cards, This
also applied to former members of the bourgeois classes, people
with any private store or shop, and farmers with more than one
hectare of land end not kolkhoz members, The unemployed were
also generally without retion cards. Military officers and
WCO's who lived on separate rations with their families had no
right to ration cards (although their dependents had ration
cards), becauss they could eat with their unit.

Priyate stores still operatl such. a ha?grdas ies. and be
R e AR
Rivmnie . &ggge wgggangﬁe&ogneg agenc gs ggic tC% lis o

o rmad’ s ! 1 o} or
iphgrmediarios betveen prlve ¢ Bles mde & §r§§it 0% the Y
government, The seller had to furnish detalled deta on the
articles for sale, especially on cameras, machinery, and radio

50X1

1y i g t blished
setsf Officially it was gteted t?%gm gfse shops were esga%h%gwgs.

to protect the citizens ackmarketeers an
“0 " Jthey were astablished primerily in order

\
To &llcw th v ent %o mike a profit from articles whic
Egogle?wespgc glf§ngﬁigr£nts to Isgael, were forced to sell before

esving the country.
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4. In 1951 the following ration cards were in force 1n_Rumania:
(a) Food ration cérds
(b) Clothing ration cards :
(e) Fuel (firewood and coal) ration cards .
(65 Kerosene (11ghting) ration cards.

5. The food ration cards were issued every three months; the other three,
annually. The food ratlen cards were divided into the following’ o
! categories: . :

(a) D1 - For wives and other dependents (excgpt.ehildren); 7 »

(p) D2 - For children up to 14 years of age. After 14, they obtained
their cards from school or thelr place of employment. Pregagat-
‘women (after sixth month), were also entitled to this card, im
addition to the Dbl card; ' - '

(e) € - For 1light work employees (both white collar and industrial);

(4) B - For heavy work enmployees (such as night workers, highly
responsible intellectual workers, telephone and radio operators
and all Party actitatorg; T K

(e) Bl - For very heavy workers (eg, train drivers, vessel mechunicj,
textile factory workers and kolkhoz workers); L

(f) A - For exceptionally heavy workers (eg, miners, civilian flyimg
personnel, stokers of seagoing vessels).

6, 4The clothing ration cards were divided into the following categories:
(a) D - For wivee and children of laborers;
(b) ¢; (e¢) B; (4) Bl; (e) A - Same as for food ration cards.
7. The fuel ration cards were divided imto the following categories:
(a) C - Unmarried laborers (1000 kg of wood or coal per year);
(p) B - harriedvnen oecubying two rooms (2000 kg per year);

(e) Bl -~ Married men with one or two children, occupying three rooms
(3000 kg per year);

(d) A - Married men with four childrem or more, occupying five
rooms (3500-4000 kg per year). ' '

8. The price of firewood was 2000 lel for 1000 kg and 1t was avallable
only at govermment rationing stores. The kerosene ration cards wére
available only to laborers. In case both the husband and wife werd:
laborers, each had one card. Students above a certain age (age C
unknown) were also entitled to one ration card. The ration of kero-
gsene was three liters per month. The price of kerosene, which was -
only‘:zailable‘at'government ration  stores, was between 10-20 lei
per liter. ' : ’ ' ' ’
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9, Approximate rations for food articles were by categories and were
as -follows:

(a) Bread.(brgwn) in grems per day:

(1) D1 - 250 gr The price of bread was 14 lei/kg at

: e . state ration stores. At state free

{(2) bp2 - 300 gr stores white bread (the only kind

T aveiisble) cost 180 lei/kg and was

(3) - 350 gr avallable only onee or twice a week.
Bread was not available on the plack

(4) B - 500 gr markeés. S

(5) Bl - 750 &
(6) A ~ 1000 gr
(p) sugar (beet extraction) in grams per month:

(1) b1 - T50 gr The price of ground sugar was 58 lei/kg
: . at state rationing stores; 64 lei/kg"
(2)  p2 - 800 gr for whole sugar. The rationed sugar, ,
however, was often reduced to one mofith's
(3) -~ 1000 gr ration for & three month period. Sugar
‘ was also avallable about twice a year
(4) B - 1250 gr at the state free stores at 200 lei/kg.-
A None was available on the black market.
(5) Bl - 1500 gr
(6) A - 1T50 gr

(o) The sunflower oil ration was the same as for sugar. The price

© at state ration stores was approximately 120 lei/kg. This rétion
was sometimes reduced to one ponth's amount for a three month
period. On the black market sunflower 0il cost 300-400 lai/1.

(d) The mest ratlon (about the same for beef and pork) was ths same,
© " pagardless of work categories. The meat ration was 1000 gr per
week rur the head of the famlly if he were in the field of

1abor: 600 gr per week for each dependent. The griee of pork
at state ratlon stores was 120 lel/kg; beef was 80 iei/kg, 'The
weekly meat raflon was sometimes avallable only once during &
one month period. No meat was available at state free storess
or on the black marked.

(e) Farinaceous arsicles (eg, macaronl, spaghettl ete) were rationed

. under the same provisions as those for sugar. The price, at
atate ration stores, was 830 1e1ﬁkg, put these articies were no¢
alwaye available in the required quantity); at the state free
atores these foods cost up to 200 lei/Kz. None were avallable
e the black markes.

(£) Scap {leundry only) was rationed in the same amMOUNTGS as HUKAT.
. meilet soap, which was not rationed, cast 60-180 lel/100 gr &t
atate free stores. OURly jlaundry soap was available on the

hisck market.

10. The above six articles were ovn tne ravion cacrd, but other arcic.ias
which were in short supply were also rationed, When these laiter
articles were purchased the guantity was entered in the ration «ard.
The following articles were zise rationed, &lthough available in
gmsll quantlties awv state free stores:

(a) Potatoes -~ 25 Kg per persor {regardless of category) per yaai.
Poice: 20 Llei/kg; 4O lei/kg at state free ataves;
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(b) Onions - 10 kg per person per year. Price: 40 lel/kg;
- 80 lei/kg at state free stores;
(¢) Cabbage - 20 kg per perscn per year;

(d) Beans - 15 kg per person per year. Prlece: 30-40 lei;kg at
state ration stores.

The above four articles were sold, as a rule, cnce a year, generally
Just before winter.

€lothing Ratlion Cards

11,

12.

Clothing ration cards were divided into the followiﬂg categories:
(a) D - which contained 7O points per year;

(p) C - which contained 80 points per year;

(c) B, Bl and A contained 100 points per year.

The D cards were for the same category of people as D1 and D2 foot
ration cards (see sbove), The C, B, Bl, and A clothing ration cards
corresponded with the same categories of food ration cards. Ready-
made sults {"Gheorghiu Dej") took 80 points each. An overcoat
required 100 points. The price of an overcoat at state ration stores
was 9000-9900 lei, 24,000 leli at state free stores. The price of a
sult at state ration stores wae 8000 lei, 16,000 lel at state free
stores. Only used ¢lothing articles ware available on the black
market., Shoes (same for all categories) were allotted two specisl
points per year on the ration card. One palr of heavy work shoes
(3000 lel) took both points. One pair of low cut shoes (1500 18¢0 lai)
took one point which made the remaining point useless. A pair cf low .
cut shoee at state free stores cost 5000 lei. Only used shoes were
avallable on the black market. Socks and stockings (same for all
categories) were given four special points per year. A pailr of hose
required one point each, but in addition to thls special point, four.
points from the basie (100, 80, or T0) eclothing points were alsc
taken out. The price of socks varied from 40 to 60 lei per pair at
state ration stores, and 120 to 200 lei at state free stores. Thres
special points per year were available for three handkerchiefs, "Fowur
pointe from the basic clothing points were also taken out for each
handvnwnniar. Price 13-2% lel each at state ration stores; 50X1
sach at t:ia “és~ ttores., On the "D" ration cards ¢ =

Tabout 60 ow wilsh:, ecould be bouﬁht during one year. Ca
‘¢ard, 8 m; on the "B¥, "Bl* and "A" cards, 10 m.
wrice was 1¢) lei per m. When buying ready-made

SH of %hree = per shirt was subtracted from the card, The 50X1

prics o & shirt wag 400 lei at state ration stores. The ye&rly
Linen ai ment could be Hought im two dinstallments only; half the
allobe uring the 2ir 3% six wmonths, the second half after six

terial for suits wias alsxo rationed; the cost of furnishings
ate tailor’s wovz (about 1500 lel) was deducted from the,
price uvi wpe ready-msde sulit, ,

Gaseline Tor vehleles couid se ohtained only by specilal authorizstion
. e povernment. Gasoiine A48 nov &vallabie on the black

SRR, Lot TY L IPORMATION
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13, Artielea available at government free ltorel veru a8 follows:
' (q) Men's hats - 1200 to 2000 lei. Hats worl icRetimes availablo o
Co ' the blick market. There weres nc hats for women,
since riahiens were dileontinuod :
(®) leekties - 200-500 101
(e) $hirts ~1500~2000 1e1,

(a) corree (ersatz only) - 60-100 101 for 100 gr; it was -ade or
oats or ohitory, ‘

(e) cofree (real, whole) - 16,000 lci/k; (very uqldon availnhle),
(f) Rice - 600 lei;kg (very seldom avuilable), i ‘
(8) chacmlate (ersatz) - 390 101/10!

(h) Cakes - 40-60 lei (70-1oe gr .aoh);

(1) Cigarettes {”lationale” brand) - between 24 lei and 120 leli
’ "Republicane” brand) 20 cigarette pack;

(J) Tobaceo - 40 1e1 per 20 gr pack;

(k) Matches - five lei per box (very hard te find);

(1) Wine - 120 to 350 lei/kg;

(m) Brandy (plum) - 400 %o 600 lei per kg;

(n) Cognac and rum (manufactured in the eountry) - 1200 lei/kg;

(o) Beer - 40 lei per bottle.

Beverages were not rationed and were generally available qnly at state

free stores.

-end-
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